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II. EUROPEAN COLORECTAL CANCER DAYS
BRNO 2013 – PREVENTION AND SCREENING: Stakeholder Meeting

What to do in the “era of the CRC screening guidelines”? Solution is networking!
Colorectal cancer (CRC) is still the most common 
newly diagnosed cancer and the second most com-
mon cause of cancer deaths in Europe. More than 
200,000 Europeans die every year from malignant 
tumours of the colon and rectum. However, many 
of these deaths can be avoided. Effective and safe 
colorectal cancer prevention and early detection are 
the key factors which can reduce both incidence and 
mortality of the disease. CRC screening should be ac-
cepted as one of the most desirable forms of organ-
ized cancer prevention which is to be supported by 
modern health care systems. Methodical aspects and 
scientifically driven promotion of the CRC screen-
ing were the main topics of the previous conference 
European Colorectal Cancer Days (ECCD), held on 
4–5 May 2012 in Brno, Czech Republic. Questions 
and statements from the attendees during public ses-
sions, as well as final conclusions of the ECCD 2012, 
challenged the organizers to continue in this net-
working activity. 

It has been widely documented in clinical trials that 
CRC screening really keeps the potential to prevent 
colorectal cancer and save lives. Furthermore, we 
live in the period which can be called “the era of 
the CRC prevention guidelines”, issued in 2010. The 
methodical gold standards are thus known and rec-
ommended as well as the measures of the functional 
screening. And indeed, many European countries 
have recently implemented CRC screening. Howev-
er, the heterogeneity in design and in the content of 
the national prevention strategies is still significant 
in the European region. More intensive communica-
tion, feedback analyses of reached results and plat-
forms to exchange experiences should be support-
ed and facilitated in our continent. That is why we 
prepared the second year of the ECCD conference, 
focused on CRC prevention, its progresses, problems 
and potentials. 

The international heterogeneity of models applied 
in the CRC screening implementation is warning sig-
nal which inevitably indicates that evidence-based 
medicine on its own is not enough. Although very 
important, scientific background covers only one 
of the several dimensions of a successful screening 
program. Published information cannot substitute 
practical medical care and experience. Strong mana-
gerial background and organization, adequate reim-
bursement of prevention, high quality of all associat-
ed services and compliance by the target population 

are also among the factors substantially contributing 
to the desirable lowering of the incidence and mor-
tality of the screened cancer. First and foremost, 
screening must be widely practiced. More than ever 
before, we need to implement functional informa-
tion systems monitoring performance and quality of 
the CRC screening programmes in real world of clin-
ical practice and allowing unlimited communication 
and sharing the experience reached in individual 
countries.

Last but not least, we should not neglect communi-
cation which does not mean only programme pro-
motion. Necessary harmony among all factors deter-
mining screening efficacy and effectiveness cannot 
be achieved without the vital and mutual support of 
national health care authorities, the politicians, pa-
tients, the health care payers and other stakeholders. 
The ECCD conference is intended as a networking 
event which should help to share up-to-date knowl-
edge among participating countries and institutions. 
We are convinced that in “The Era of the Guidelines” 
the networking is really a functional solution. Fol-
lowing four points thus highlight most important 
attributes of the CRC screening which should be ad-
dressed in Europe:
Networking. Sharing of experience in transfer 
“ Opportunistic CRC screening  Population-based 
CRC screening”.
Standardization. Solving of heterogeneity in qual-
ity assurance and quality control systems of the na-
tional CRC screening programmes.  
Harmonization. Searching for the best model of da-
ta-based support and legislative background of the 
CRC screening, including call-recall systems.  
Promotion. Supporting effective communication 
and “image-making promotion” of the CRC preven-
tion as activity attracting attention of target popu-
lation. 

We hope that second meeting of the stakeholders 
supported by representatives of medical societies 
and patients´ organizations can again offer a func-
tional platform and a stimulating atmosphere for 
fruitful exchanges on all of these problems and many 
other related issues. 

On behalf of the Programme and Organizing Com-
mittees

Pavel Poc & Ladislav Dušek
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PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME
Friday | April 26, 2013
 8.00–12.30  UEG Pre-conference Roundtable 

Workshop
 12.30–14.00 Registration, light lunch, exposition 

of the inflatable colon with explaining 
lectures

 14.00–15.00 Opening Ceremony
 15.00–16.00 State of the Art Lectures I
 16.30–19.00 European Experience I. Various 

European and National Approaches to 
CRC Prevention

 19.00–19.10 Day 1 – Conclusions
 19.30–21.30 Networking reception

Saturday | April 27, 2013 
 8.30–10.30 European Experience I. Various 

European and National Approaches to 
CRC Prevention

 10.40–11.45 Czech CRC Screening: Looking Back, 
Moving Forward

 12.00–13.00 Cancer Prevention is Not Only 
Screening

 13.00–13.15 Summary & Conclusions
 14.00–15.00 Postconference Workshop: 

GPs in 1st Line Support of Colorectal 
Cancer Prevention

 15.15–16.15 Postconference Workshop: FIT as 
New CRC Screening Test Requiring 
Optimization

 15.15–16.15 Postconference Workshop: Data-
based Support and Promotion of CRC 
Screening: How to Make It Effective and 
Sustainable?

REGISTRATION
Please register on-line at 
http://www.crcprevention.eu/
No registration fee is required.

CONFERENCE VENUE
The conference will be held in:
BEST WESTERN PREMIER Hotel International Brno
Address: Husova 16, 659 21 Brno, Czech Republic
http://www.hotelinternational.cz/

ACCOMMODATION
Discounted hotel rates have been agreed with Hotel 
International, which is the conference venue. You 
can book your room by means of the hotel’s on-line 
reservation system.

If you are not interested in accommodation in the 
Hotel International, you can choose from a number of 
hotels and pensions available nearby.
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